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r Synopee of Proceding Chapters.
The sbory opens with a socne In the regl-

montal camp on Presldlo Helghta, over-
looking Ban Franclsco harbor, Rumors of
moving orders to Manlin and the arrival
from New York of lady wisitors at head-

quarters vary the monotony of camp rout-
fre. The visltors are In search of a run-
away boy who {8 believed to have entered
the army and Lieutenant Gray, the most

pular young officer in  his  regiment,
mmuwh . supposed acdqualntance with one
of the visiting party, Miss Amy Lawrence,
fa envied by his rul'lows_ The party, es-
corted by Colonsl Armatrong, atbends a re-
view on the drill grounds, and s disturbed
by the smight of a youn prisoner who

reals nwu?' from hia guard near them and
y a colllslon among the carringes, Mrs
Garrigon, an old acqualntance of Colonel
Armatrong, {8 hurt, Private Morton b ar-
rested on A charge of stealing moncy. Ha
appeals to Lientenant Gray, of his fratern-
ity, for help, and Gray secures the det#l of
uard over him. Tha troops prepare to sull
or Manlla.

Far up the westward street the distant roar
of voltes mingled with the swing and
rhythm and erash of martial musle, Dook
policemen and soldlers on guard  begun
boring a wide lane through the throng of
people on the pler. A large black transport
ship lay moored along the opposite side to
that on which the guns and troopers were
embarked, and for houra bales, boxes and
barrels bad been swafowed up and stored
in her capacious depths until now, over
against the tables of the Red Cross, there
lay behind a rope barrier, taught gtritohed
and guarded by m line of eentries, an open
space close under the side of the great
stepmer and  betwean the two landing
gtages, placed fore and att, By thia time
the north eide of the broad pler was 1it-
tered with the inevitable rellcs of openalr
funchlog, and though busy hands had been
at work and tho tables had been cleared,
and fresh white clothes were spread and
everything on the tables began to look falr
and Inviting, the good fairles themselves
looked askance at thelr bestrewen surround-
ipge. "'Oh, If we could only move every-
thing bodily over to the other slde” walled
Madam Prestdent, as from her perch on o
sinck of Red Cross boxes she surveyed thal
coveted stretech of clean, vnhampered floor-
m‘g'nnd why not?'" chirruped Mra. Garrison,
from a similar perch, a tler or two higher,
“Hare are men enough to move mountains.
All we have to do 1s to say the word."”

“Ah, but it isn't," replied the other, gaz-
fng wistfully about over the throng of faces,
as though in search of someone sufficient in
rank and authority to serve her purpose
“We plend in vain with the ofMcer-of-the-
guard, He says his orders are 1mpnratlm—:
to allow mo one to intrude on that space,
and madam looked as though she would
rather look anywhere than at the animated

it ahove her.
.p‘l"\’hat norsense!” shrilled Mra, Garrison,
“Here, Cherry,” she called to o pretty glrl,
standing near the base of the pile, “glve me
my bag. I'm army woman anough to know
that order referred only to the sireet crowd
thnt sometkmes works in on the pler and
gteals,” The bag was duly passed up to her.
Bhe cast one swift glance over the heads of
the crowd to where a handsome carriage was
slowly working its way among the groups
of protilly dressed women and children—
friends and relatives of members of the de-
parting commands, in  whose behulf, nas
though by special dispensation, the order
excluding all but soldiers and the Red Croas
had been modifiod.  Alrendy the lovely dark-
eyed girl on the near slde had waved her
hand In greeting, responding to Mrs, Gar-
rison’a enthustustic slgnals, but her com-
panion, equally lovely, though of far differ-
ent type, seemed preoocupled, perhaps un-
willlng to see, for her large, dark, thought-
ful eyes were engaged with some object on
the opposite side—not even with the dis-
gulshed looking soldier who eat facing her

and talking quietly at the moment with M,

Primeo. There was a gleam of trivmph in
Mre, Garrison's dancing eyes as ahe took out
a flat notebook and pencll and dashed off a
few lines in bold and vyigorous stroles,
Tearing out the page, she rapldly read it
over, folded it and glanced linperiously ahout
bor, A ocavalry sorgeant, one of the home
troop destined to remain at the Presidlo,
was leaning over the edge of the pler, hang-
fng onto an lron ring and shouting some
parting wonds to comrades on the upper
dock, but her ebrill soprano cut through
the dull rour of deep, masculine voltes and
the tramp of feot on resounding woodwork.

“Sergeant!" sabe cried, with quick decis-
fon, “take this over to the oMcer In com-
mand of that guard, Then bring a dozen
men and move these two tables acrosa the
pler.” The cavalryman ghinced at the saucy
litle woman in the stunndng costume, “‘tuok
fn" the gold orossed sabres, topped by a
regimental number In brillinnts that pluned
her martial collar at the round, white throat,
noted the ribbon and pin and badge of the
Red Cross, and the symbol of the Elghth
corps in red enamel and gold upon the breast
of her jacket, and above all the ring of
scoustomed awthority in her tone, and never
bemitated a esecond. Springlng to the plle
of boxes he griasped the paper, respectfully
ralsed his cap, and bored his stalwart way
ncross the pler. Io three minutes he was
buck—half a dosen soldiers at his heols,

“Where'll you have 'em, ma'am-—misa?
be asked, 48 the men grasped the supporters
and ralsed the nearmost table,

“Stmaight acres: and well over to the edge,"
she unswered, In the same crisp tones of
command, Then, with towal and (nstant
change of manner: I suppose your (ables
should go firet, Madam Presldent, she emil-
Ingly saild. *“It shall be as you wish about
the others.'’

And o Red Cross wis vangquished,

‘1 declare,” sald an energetic ofMclal, a
momend later, leaning back on ber throne of
lomon boxes, und funning hensell vigorousiy,
*for & whole hour I've been trying to mave
that officer's heart and convinee him the
onder didn't apply to us, Now, how did—
she—do it

‘“The officer must be some old—soma per-
sonal friend," hasarded the secretary, with &
quick feminine comprehensive glance at the
Mttle Judy now being Jifted up to shake bands
mwith the carriage folk, after being loaded
with commpdlments and congratulations by the
ladies of the two favored tables.

"Not at all,” was the prompt reply. “‘He
is a voluntesr officer she never set eyes on
before today., I would [lke to know whal
was on that papor."

But pow 4he roar of cheering and the
blare of mantial musiec had redched the very
gateway. Tle broad portals were thrown
open 4nd In blue and btrowo, corushed and
squeered by the atiendant throng, the head
of the colump of Infapniry came striding on
t the pier. The band, wheoling to one
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of "The Liberty Bell,” They were atill far
down the long pler, the sloping rifles just
visible, dancing over the heads of the
crowd. No time was to be lost. More ta-
bles were to be carried, biit—who but that
—'"that little army woman' ocould give the
order 8o that It would be obeyed, Not one
bit did the president like to do I, but some-
thing had to be done to otaln the necessary
order, for the soldlers who so willlngly
and promptly obeyed her beck and call were
now edging away for a look at the new-
comors, and Mra. Frank Garrison, perched
on the carriage step and chatting most vi-
vaclously with s oecoupants and no longer
concerning herself, apparently, about tha |
Red Crosa or lts tables, had the gratifica-
tlon of finding hersel! approached quite as
sho had planned, by two most prominent
and distingulshed women of San Franclsco
socloety, and requestad to Issue Instructions
as to the moving of the other tables. *‘Cer-
talnly, ladies,'" she responded, with charm-
ing smilea. *“Just one minute, Mildred.
Don't drive farther yet," and within that
minute half a dozon boys In bBlue were lug-
ging ot the firdt of the tables wtill left on
the eorowded side of the dock, and others
stlll were bearing oll stoves, urns and trays.
In less time than It tukes to tell it the en-
tire Red Cross equipage was on Iils way
across the pler, and when the commanding |
officer of the artiving reglment reached the
spot which he had planned to occupy with
his band, his staff and all his officors, there
In state and ceremony to teceive the citl-
gans who camo In swarms to bid them fare-
well, he found it ocoupled by as many as
elght snowy, goody-laden tables, prealded
over by as many as elghtly charming malds

side, stood at the entrance, playing them In, 'm, grim prophesy
the raflera ringing to tha stirring Stralns | canker was proving “anything but a guar-
Han angel
officers and men,
mandor,
sorrow for him and chagrin over its own
dircomfiture.
prisoner was gone, but two; not only two,
but four.

to may Just
It was Canker's own order that the prisoners
should not be paraded when the guard fell

at taps
guard, sihid several
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wis fulfilled—Colonel

to him." The whole regiment,
barring only the com-
was practically in mourning with
Not only one |mportant
No man in authorily was able
what or how It happened, for

in at night.
“all secure.'

They were there at tattoo and
The oMcer of the
soldlers, had quite o

long talk with one of Lhe prisoners—young
Morton—just after tattoo, at which time the

entire guard had Heen inspected by the com-
But at revellls |

manding officer himself.
four most important prisoners were gone
and, such was Canker's wrath, not only was
Gray in arrest, but the sergeant of the
guard also, while the three luckleds men
who were successively posted as sentrles

durlng the night at the back of the wooden
shell

that werved as a guardhouse—ware
now in olose confinement In the place of the
oscaped quartet.

Yeu those three were men who had hith-
erto been above susplelon, an'l there were
few soldiers In the reglment who would ae-
cept the theory that any ona of the threa
had connived at the escape. As for the ser-
geant—he had served four enlistments in the
—teenth, and without a flaw In his record
beyond an occasional aberration in the now
distant past, due to the potenny of the poteen
distilled by certaln Hibernlan exports not
far from an old-time *‘plaing fort,” whete
the regiment had rested on Its march ‘cross
continent. A& for the officers—but who

Bt there were other things that mmhl' they started, and, onoes there, It took time

well go toward convineing a court of the go fAnd things

and
sinking

gullt of Lisutenant Gy,
sontamplated them with

poor BIHly | major and ted hlm [ sent you"
heart, |

“(lo back to the sergeant
rald Oray,
nexis you om

afier another search. ‘'He

Taking prompt advantage of his position as | thoee papers.””

he bad ocaused
brought otitalde the

officer of the guard,
young prisoper to be

the |

And when the officer of the guard returned
to the guard hotuse and went In to the pris-

guardhouse, and a8 a heavy, dripping 08 | sner, (he sergeant saw—and othors saw—that

tnd come on the wings of the night wind,

salling in from the sea, he had led the way ‘

to the ahsfered alde, which hapensd to be
the darkest one, of the rude little bullding,
and had there biddem him tell hin story.
Put Morton glanceed uneasily at a sentry
who followed clote angd wis hovering sus-
piclously about, ‘I cannot talk about—tho
affnlr—with that fellow spying.” he sald,
with an eager plen in his tone and a aign
of the hand that Gray well knaw  and
quickly recognized. “"Keep around in fromt.
'Il be responsible for this prisoner,' weoro
his orders. and almost reloctantly, the man
left. He waa n veteran soldier, and his
manner Impressed the lleutenant with a
yagua eonse of trouble. Twlce the sactry
glanced back and hesitated, as  though
somothing were on hls mind that he must
1ell, but foally he dlsappeared and kept
out of the way during the brief Interview
that Immediately followe), The prisoner
eagerly, exeltedly began hia explanation—
swiftly taninshing moy logening doubta
Oray might have entertalned as to his in-
noceneca.  But he had come from a etove-
hoated guard room into the cold sea wind
off the Pacifle—into the floating wisps of
vapor that semt a chill to the marrow.
o was far too lightly clad for that climate,
and presently he bagan to shiver.

“You are oold,' eald Gray,
“Hava you no overcoat?”

“It's st my tent—I never expected to
spond this night here. I've been before the
summary court, fined for absence, and
thought that would end it, but instead of
that I'm a prisoner and the man who should
ho here s stalklng about camp, planning
more robberies. Yet I'd rather assoclate
with the very worst of the deserters or
doad beats Inside there” and the dark eyes
glanced almost in horror—the slender figure
shook with mingled repulsion and chill—
“than with that smooth-tongued sneak and
Har." There's no crime too mean for him
to commit, Mr. Gray, and the men are be-
glnning to know It, though the colonel
won't,  TFor God's sake get me out of this
befora morning—" And again the wviolent

plityingly.
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BILLY WAS UP BEFORH “SQUEERS,” CHARGED WITH LETTING THE PRISONERS BESCAPE.

and matrons, all ready and eager to comfort
and revive the inner man of his mighty
regiment with coffee and good cheer {lliml-
table, and the colonel swore a mighty oath
and pounced on his luckless officer of the
guard. He had served as a subaltern many
a year In the old army, and knew how It
was done.

“Didn’t I glve you personal and positive
orders not to lot anything or anybody oc-
cupy this space after the baggage was got
aboard, elr?” he demanded.

“You did, sir,” sald tlie unabashed llen-
tenant, pulling a tolded paper from his belt,
“and the Red Cross got word to the general
and what the Red Cross says—goes. Look
at that!"

The oolonel looked, read, looked dazed,
scraiched his head and sald: ““Well, I'm
d—" Then he turped to his adjutant.
“You were with me when I saw the general
last night and he told me to put this guard
on and keep this space olear. Now, what
d'you eay to that?"

The adjutant glanced over the penclled
lines. “Well, sald he, “If you s'pose any
aorder that discriminates against the Red
Cross 18 golog to hold good, once they find
it out, you're bound to get left. They're
feasting the first company now, sir; shall I
have It stopped ?'" and there was a grin un-
der the young soldier's mustache, The volo-
nal paused one moment, shook his head and
ooncluded he, too, would better grin and
bear it, Taking the paper In bis hand agaln
he heard his name called and eaw smiling
fuces amd beckoning hands in an open car-
riange near him, but the sight of Btauley
Armatropg, signalling to bim from another,
farther away, had something dominant about
it. *"With you in a minute,” he called to
those who first had summoned him. *‘“What
Is it, Armstrong?"'

“1 wish to present you to some friends of
mine—Miss Lawrence—Miss  Prime—Mr.
Prime—my old associate, Colonel Stewart.
Pardon me, Mrs, Garrison. 1 did not see
you had returned.” Bhe bad, and was once
more perched upom the step. **Mma. Gar-
rison—Colonel Stewart. What we need to
know, Stewart, (s this: Wil all your men
board the ehip by this stage, or will some
O aft?’

““All by this stage—why?"

But the colonel felt a somewhat massive
band erushing down on his own and forebore
to preas the question, Armstrong lel no
pauso ensue, He spoke, rapldly for him,
bending forward, too, and speaking low;
but even as he chatted and laughed, the lit-
tle woman on the carrlage step saw, even
though she did not seem to look; heard,
even though she did pot seem to listen:

“An awkward thing has happened. The
general's tent was robbed of Important pa-
perea perhaps two days ago, and the guard
houso rid of a most Important prisoner last
night. Caopker has put the ofMcer of the
gusrd in arrest. Remember good old Billy
Gray who commanded us at Apache? This
la Billy, Jr., and I'm awfully sorry.” Here
the soft gray eyes glanced qulckly at the
anxlous face of Miss Lawrence, who sat
silently felgning interest In the chat be-
tween the others. The anxious look in ber
eyes Inereased at Armstrong's pext words:
‘“The prisoner must have had friends. He
s now sald o be among your men, dia-
gulsed, and those two fellows at the stage
are deteotives. | thought all that space was
to be kept olear.'

“It was," snswered Stewart, “yet the ohlef
must have becen overpensuaded. Look here!'
and the colonel held forth a scrap of paper,
Amy Lawrence, hearing something like the
gusp of A sufferer In sudden paln, turned,
quickly and saw. that every vestige of eolor
had left Mre. Garrison's face—that she was
almost reeling on the step. Before she
ecould eall attentlon to it, Armstrong, who,
had taken and glanced curiously at thel
scrap, whirled suddenly, and his eyes, In
slern menace, swept the apot where the Ht-
tle lady clung but an instant before,

As suddenly Mrs. Garrison had
from the step and vanished,

CHAPTER VI

sprung

Billy Gray was {npdeed In close arrest and

would suppose an officer gulity of anything
of the kind—a flagrant military orime? And
yot—men got to asking each other If It were
80 that Bugler Curran had carried a noie
from the prisoner, Morton, to Mr. Gray about
2:30 that afternoon. And what was thls
about Gray's having urged Brooke to awap
tours with him an hour later, and what was
that story the headquarters clerks were tell-
ing about Mr. Gray's coming to the adjutant
and begging to be allowed to “march on™
that evening dpstend of Brooke? It wasn't
lopg before these rumors, somehow, got to
Canker's ears, and Canker sermed (o grow
as big again; he fairly swelled with indig-
nation at thought of such turpitude on the
part of an officer. Then he sent for Gray—
it was the aftornoon following the salling of
the ships with the big brigade—and with
pain and bewllderment and Indignation In his
brave blue eyes the voungster came and stood
before his stern superior. Gorden, who sent
the message, and who had heard Canler's
denunclatory remarks, had found tlme to
scribble a word or two—"Admit nuthing:
say nothing; do nothing but hold your tongue
and temper, If C. Inslets on pnswers soy
you decline except in pregence of your legal
adviser,”” So there was a scene In the com-
mandear's tent that afternoon. The morning
had not been without lta joys. Along about
10 o'clock as Gray sat writing to hla [ather
In his little canvas home, he heard a volee
that sent the blood leaping through his veina
and filled his eyes with lght, Sprioging
from bis campstool and capsizing it as he
ddd 8o, ho poked his curly head from the en-
trance of the tent—and there she was—only
a dozen feel away—Major Lane in courlieous
attendance, Mr, Prime sadly following, and
Miss Prime quite content with the devotions
of Captain Bchuyler. Only a dozen foot
away and coming strolght to him, with frank
smiles and sympathy in her kind and win-
some face—wlth hund outstretched the mo-
ment she caught sight of him. “We wanted
to come when we heard of it yestoerday, Mr.
Gray,"” sadd Amy Lawrence, “but it was dark
when we got back from eeeing the fleet off,
and uncle was doo tired Ino the evenlng. In-
deed we are all very, very sorry!"” And
poor Bllly never heard or cared what the
others sald, so absorbed was he in drinking
in her geotle words and gazing Into her
soft dark eyes. No wonder he found It dim-
cult to releasie her hand, That brief visit,
filled with sweetneas and sunshipe, ought to
have been a bleéssing to him all day long,
but Canker caught sight of the damsels ns
they walked awany on the arms of the at-
tendant cavallers—Miss Lawrence more dhan
ounce smiiling back at the Incarcerated Billy
—and Canker demanded to be Informed who
they were and where they had been, and
Gordon answered they were Miss Lawrence
of Banta Anita and Miss Prince of New York
—and he “reckoned" they must have been In
to console with Mr, Gray—whereat Cauker
anarlied tha people ouglt to know better
than to visit officers (n arrest—it was tanla-
mount to disrespeéct to the commander, It
was marvelous how many thiongs In Canker's
eyes were disrespeciful,

80 be heard these stories with eager ears
and sent for Gray, and thought to bully
him Into ao sadmisslon or coufession, bul
Gordon's words bad “stiffened” the litde
fellow to the extent of braving Canker's
anger and telling him he had sald wll he
proposed 1o say whem the «olonel called
bim up the previous day. The result of
that previous Interview was bils being placed
In close arrest and informed that he should

| ‘b dried by gensral court-martial wt once
{ Bo he had taken counsel, ns was his right,
I and "“counser* forbade hls committing him-

e€ll in any way.

“Then you refuse to divulge the contents
of that pole anpd to Buy why you were so
eager o go on guard out of your turn?™
sald Canker, oracularly, “That in Stself s
sufliclent Lo convinue any fairmipdel
court of your gullt, sir.” Wheeat Gordon
winked st Bllly and put his tongue lu bis
cheek—and Billy stood mute uotil erdered,
with muoch asperily, Lo go Lack to bis teut,

i

tremor shook the lad from head to foot.

"Hero—get Inside!" sald Gray Impul-
slvely. “T'll see the adjutant at once and
return to you In a few minutes. If you
have to remain until the matter can be in-
vestigated by the general It might be—""

“It would be—" wvehemently interrupted
Monton, then breaking off short as though
at a loss for descriptiveness of sufficlent
strength. He seemed to swell with passion
as he clinched his fists and falrly steod
upon his toes an Instant, his strong white
teeth grinding together. “It would be—
gitmply hell!” he burst In agaln, hoarse and
qulvering. “1t would ruln—everything!
Can't the general give the order tonight?"”
he asked with lolense engerneas, while the
young officer, taking him by the arm, had
led him aguin to the llght of the guard-
house lamps at the front. The sergeant
and a group of soldlers etralghtened up and
faced them, llstening curlously,

“It may be even Impossible to see the
general,’” answered Gray doubtfully. “Take
Morton Into the guardroom until I get back,
sergeant, and let him warm himself thor-
oughly. Don't put him with the prisoners
titl 1 return,” and so saying he had has-
tened away. Gordon, his friend and ad-
viser, had left and gone vislting over in the
other division. The lights at general head-
quarters were fturned low. Even mnow,
after having heard proofs of the innocence of
the nccused soldler, Gray knew that It was
usaless to appeal to the colonel. He could
not underatand, however, the feverish—al-
most insane impatlience of the lad for imme-
diate release. Another day ought not to
make so great a differance.  What could
be the reason—If It were not that, though
Innocent of the robbery of the storehouse,
or of cmpllelty In the sale of stolen goods,
some otber erime lay at his door which
the morrow might disclose? All the loy-
alty of a Delta Big was atrelched to the
snapping point as Gray paused Irresolute in
front of the adjuapt's tent, his quest there
unsugoessful, The sergeant-major and a
sorely badgered clerk were working late
over some regimental papers—things that
Morton wrote out easily and accurately.

“I suppose, sir, it's no use asking to have
the prisoner sent up here under guard,"
siald that jewel of 8 noncommissioned officer.
“Yat the colonel will be savage If those
papers ain't ready. It will take us all as
things are golog."

Gray shook his curly head. “Go ask, if
vou Ilke, but—Morton’s in no shape to help
you—"'

“Has he bheen drinking, sir?"’ sald the
sergeant major, in surprise, *'l never knew
him—""

“0h, it 1sn't that,"” sald Gray, hastlly,
‘ioply he's—he’'s got—other matters on his
mind! Bring me his overcont. He sald it
wag In histent," and the young officer jerked
his head at the patch of little “A" tenta
lined up In the rear of those of the ofoers,

YGet Morton's overcoat and take it to him
at the guandhouse,’” enapped the staff ser-
geant to the clerk. '“‘Be spry, now, and
no etoppiug on the way back,"” he added—
well aware how much (n need his assistant
stood of cresture comfort of scme surreptl-
tious and forbldden kind. The man was
back In & moment, the ooat rolled on his
arm,

“I'll take 4t said Gray, simply.
neéadn't come."

“Go on with {t!" orderéd the sergeant as
the soldier hesltated. “D'ye think the
service has goune to the devil and ofMcers

“You

are runnin’ errands for eplisted men? An'
got back ionside of two miputes, too," he
added with portent in his tone. The sub-

allern of hardly two months service felt
the implied rebuke of the soldier of over
twenly yeara and ueekly wocepted the
amendment, but—a thought ocourred to him:
Ha had promised Morton paper, envelopes
and stamps and the day's newspapers—the
lad seomed strangely cager to get all the
latvter and vaguely Bllly remembered having
heard that Canker consldered giving papers
to prisoners as equivalent to ald and com-
foit 1o the enemy,

“Tuke & by way of my teot,” sald he aa

rolled In the soldier’'s overcoat he carried
on his arm, waa a hundle done up In news-
paper. Moreover, A ecrap of conversatlon
waa overheard.

“"Thete's no one at the genernl’s,” aald

the officer. *'I sea no way of-—fixing it be-
fora morning.*"
"My God, lieutenant! There—must be

somoe way out of it! The morning will be ton
lake,"’

“Then I'll do what 1 can for you tonight,"
sald Mr, Gray as he turned and hurriedly left
the guard room-—a dogen men standing stiffly
about the walls and doorwny and siaring
with Impasaive faces stralght to the front.
Aguin, the young officer had left the post of
the guand and gohe up ioto camp, while far
and pear through the dim, fog-awept alsles
of & store of camps the bugles and trumpets
wero walllng the signal for “‘lighta out,”
and atadowy forme with coat collnrs turned
up about the ears or capes muffled around
the neck, scurried about the company streets
ordering laughter and talk to cease. A cove
ered carriage was standing at the curb out-
side the oflicers’ gate—ns a certaln hole in
the fenoo wns desmignated—and the acntry
thera posted remembored that the officer of
the guard came hurrying out and asked the
driver {f ho was engaged. "'I'm walting for
the major,"” was the answer,

"Well, where can one order a carrlage to-
night without golng clear to town?" Inquired
Gray. 'l want eap—that ls—I wish to order
one at once.”

And the driver who knew very well there
wore several places where carringes could he
had, preferred loyalty to his own particular
stable away In town, and so declared thete
was none,

“You can telephona there, if you wish,
Bir,"" he added,

“And walt till morning for it to get here?
No! I'll get It—somehow."

And that he ¢d get it somehow was eur-
ront rumor on the following day, for the
sontries on the guardhouse slde of camp
swore that a closed carrlage drove down
from MecAllister strest for all the world as
though it had just come out of the park, and
rolled on past the back of the guardhouse,
the driver Joudly wistling "Killarney," so
that it could be henrd above the crunching
of the wheels through the rough, loose rock
that covered the road, and that ecarriage
drew up not a hundred yards away, while
the lleutennnt was out wislting sentries,
and presently they eaw him coming back
along the walk, stopping to question each
seniry as to his cyders, Then bhe returned
and dnquired #f all was quiet among the
prisoners, and then went and put out him
Iight in the tent reserved for the officer of
the guard nnd once more lefl his post,
briefly Informing the sergeant of the guard
he was golng to the officer of the day. Then
it was ascertnined that he bad visited half
a dozen places in search of that veteran
oaptain and appearsd much disturbed be-
cause ho could not find him. In half an
hour he was back, asking excitedly of the
sentry fn tear of the guardhouse it a car-
nage had come that way, It had, sald the
sentry, and was walting down the strest.
Gray hurnied in the direction indicated,
was gone perhaps three minutes, and re-
turned, eaying that the sentry muet be mis-
taken, that no carriage was there. But the
pontry reiterated Wis statement that it had
bean there and had been waiting for soms
timo and must have disapperred while he
was temporarily around at the opposite side
of the bullding. This was about 11 p, m.

Then when Gray appearsd at reveills
Morton had dlsappeared,

"“It's pot the sergeant let them fellems
out,’” said the regimental oracle. *“This Is
no ten-dollar-subseription business.” And
80 undll late in the afternoon the question
that aglitated the entire range of regimental
camps was: “‘How did those fellows break
away from the prison of the —teenth?”
Then came a clue, and then—discovery.

By order of Lieutenant Colonel Canker a
board of officers had been convened to in-
vestigate the matter, and after questioning
everybody whom ‘“Squeers’” bhad already
badgered with his assertions, threata and
queries, they went to the guard house and
began a thorough Inspestion of the prem-
ises. The wooden bullding stood In the
midst of a waste of gand blown in from the
shore Iine by the sirong sea wind, It was
perched on something like a dozen stout
posts driven Into the soft soll and then the
space between the floor level and the sand
waa heavily and stoutly boarded in—thick
planks being used. Between the floor and
the sand was a space of about eighteen
inches vertical, and a dozen men could have
sprawled thereln—lylng at full length—but
to escipe would have required the conni-
vance of one or more of the sontries sur-
rounding the bullding and the ripping off
of one or more of the planks. In his keen
anxiety Canker accompanied the board om
its tour of investigation—a thing the board
did not at all like—and presently, as was
his wont, began running things his own
way. It had been found useless to gquestion
the soldiers of the guard. Not a man could

bo found to admit he knew the faintest!

thing about the escape. As for the prisou-
ers, most of them rockless, devil-may-care
rascals, they grinned or lesred suggestively,
but had nothing to tell.

“We'll have this boarding ripped off," sald
Canker declslvely, "and spe what they've got
pecreted under there. 1 shouldn’'t be sur-
prised to find & whisky still in full blast,
or a complote gambling oulfit—dash, dash
'em to dash and dsshnation, Bend for a
carpenater, sergeant,”

The carpenter cames and he and two or
three of the guard laid hold of one end
of the plenk after Ms pajls were drawn
and with little exertion ripped it off the
other posis. Then everybody held hia
breath a minute, stared, and a small ma-
jority swore. Bo far from #ts being open
to oats, cans and rubbish, the space on that
side was filled solld with damp, heavy sea
gand—a vertical wall extending from floor
to ground. Canker almost ran around to
the opposite slde and bad a blg plank torn
off there. Within was a wall as damp,
polid and straight as that first discovered,
and so, when examined, were the other two
sides provided, Canker's face was a study
and the Board gazed snd waa profoundly
bappy.

At Jast the colonel exploded:

“By Juplter! They havent got away at
all, then! There dsn't a flaw ln the sand
wnll anywhere, They must be biding about
the middle now. Come on, gentlemen,'
and around he trotted to the front door,
“Sergeant,” he cried, ‘'get out all the pris-

oners—all  thelir bedding—every Dblessed
thing they've got. 1 want w examine that
floor."

Most of the guardhouse “birds’' were ould
chopplng wood and Canker dunced In among
the few remaining, loading them with bed-
diug belonging to thelr fellows unul every
{tean of clothing and furniture was ahoved
out of the roomw. One member of the Board
and ous only falled w0 enter with bis asso-
cintes—a veleran captain, who read much
war literature and abhorred Canker. To the
surprise of the sentry he walked dellber-
ately over to the fence, ollmbed it and pres-
ently began poking alwut the wooden curb
that ran along the road, meking & low revet-
ment or retaiping wall for the earth, cin-
ders and gravel that, distributed over the
sand, had been hopefully designated a side-
walk by the owners of the traot, Presently
be came sauntering back, and both seutries
within eisy range would bave aworn he wan

chuckling, Caonker greeted hbm with ouss
Lomary aaperity,
“What do you mean, eir, by absenling

yourself from this dnvestigation, when you
wist bave koown I was with the board aud
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giving It the benefit of the information 1 had
gathered "

“1 was merely expediting matters, colonel,
While you were looking for where they went
in I was finding where they got out.'

“Went In what? Got out of mwhat?™
snapped Canker,

“Thelr tunnel, air. It's Liby on a emall
soale aver again, They must have been at
work at it at Jeast ten days.” And as he
spoke, calimly lgnoring Canker and letting
his eyes wander over the floor, the veteran
battalion commander sauntared across the
room, stirred up a slightly projecting bit of
flooring with the toe of his boot and placidly
continuad: “'If you'll be good enough to let
the men pry this up you may understand.”

And when gpried up and lifted away-—
a snugly fitting trap door about two fest
square—there yawned beneath it, leading
slantwise downward in the dMrection of the
etreot, a tunnel through the soft ylelding
sand, braced and strengthened here and
thero with lids and sides of cracker boxes.
“Now, If you don't mind straddling a fence,
glr, I'll show you the other end,"” gald the
captain, imperturbably leading the way, and
Canker, half-dazed yeot wholly In command
of his stock of hlasphemy, followed,

At the curb, eight in the midst of a lot of
loose hay from the bales dumped there three
days before, the leader dislodged with his
sword the top of 4 clothing box that had been
thickly eovered with sand and hay—and
thers was the outlat, *“‘Hasy as rolling off a
log, Colonel," sald old Cobb, with & sarcastic
grin,  “This could all be doue without the
mwan you've blamed and arrested belog a
whit the wiser. Thoy sawed a panel out
of the floor, scooped the sand out of this
tunnel, banked it solid agalost the weather
boarding inside, filed up the whole epace,
pretty near, but rap thelr tnoel under fonce
and sidewalk, crawled down the gutler to the
next block out of slght of the ecntries, then
walked away free men. Those three thieves
who got away were old haods, The other men
in the guard house were only mild offenders,
except Moron, 'Courée he was glad of the
chanoce to go with "em. I s'pose you'll release
my sergeant and those seutrles now."

“I'll do nothing of the kind," answered
Canker, red with wrath, “and your sugges-
tion ds diereapectful to your commanding
officer. When 1 waat your advice I')l ask for
i

“Well, Mr, Gray will be relieved to learn
of this nnybow. 1 euppose I may tell him
hazarded the jundor mewiber, mischlevousiy,

“Mr. Gray be—. Mr, firay has every-
thing to answer for!" Shouted the angered
colopel, “K wus he who telepboned for a
carriage to meet and run thoss rascals off.
Mr, Gray's fate I8 sealed. He can thank God
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